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Project Seeks Riparian Buffer Participants
Upper White River Watershed landowners who qualify can plant vitally needed trees along their river frontage, and pay only a portion of the cost.  Generous grants provide cost share funds that reimburse up to 75% percent for planting costs along streams, ponds, lakes, wetlands and detention ponds found within the drainage area that was affected by the White River fish kill in 1999.  The Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council urges qualifying landowners to consider establishing forested buffer plantings through this program made possible by the Indiana Department of Environmental Management, and the White River Citizen’s Advisory Council through the White River Settlement Fund.

The project, encompassing  portions of Marion, Madison, Tipton and Hamilton Counties, seeks to improve water quality through buffer plantings.  Forested buffers help to create shade to lower water temperature and improve conditions for fish and other aquatic organisms; provide a source of detritus and large woody debris for fish and other aquatic organisms.  These buffers establish and/or enhance corridors for fish and wildlife movement, and they reduce excess amounts of sediment, organic material, nutrients, pesticides and other pollutants in surface runoff.  Additionally, forested buffers reduce excess nutrients and other chemicals in shallow groundwater flow; and strengthen banks with root systems to help minimize stream-bank erosion.

For eligibility criteria and applications, contact Randy Jones, project coordinator, (317) 933-4169, or e-mail at randy@aquaterracons.net.  Full information also is readily available from Hoosier Heartland’s web site: www.hhrcd.org/riparian_buffer.htm.  
The Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council is a not-for-profit 501c3 volunteer organization that helps people care for, conserve and protect natural resources in a way that will improve the area’s economy, environment, and living standards. Hoosier Heartland and its partnering organizations are equal opportunity program providers and employers.

